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Upcoming State Test 
Changes 



ADMINISTRATION DATETEST

April 14-15GRADE 3 ELA (computer)

April 16-17GRADE 4 ELA (computer)

April 20-21GRADE 5 ELA (computer)

April 28-29GRADE 3 MATH (computer)

April 30-May 1GRADE 4 MATH (computer)

May 4-5GRADE 5 MATH (computer)

May 12GRADE 5 SCIENCE (computer)



NYSESLAT Testing Dates 

ADMINISTRATION DATETEST

April 13-May 22NYSESLAT
(Speaking)

May 13,14,15NYSESLAT
(Listening, Reading and Writing)



Why is my child being tested?

 To measure students’ knowledge and 
overall achievement. 

 To measure students’ mastery of a 
specific skill.

 To monitor the performance of 
schools and school districts. 



Next Generation Learning 
Standards 

 The ELA and Math exam are aligned 
to the Next Generation Learning 
Standards

 http://www.nysed.gov/next-
generation-learning-standards



(English Language Arts)



Grade 3 ELA 

Day 2Day 1

2-Reading Passages
6- Multiple Choice 
3-Short Responses

(No extended 
Response) 

70-80 Minutes

4-Reading Passages 
23-Multiple Choice 
2-Short Responses 

60-70 Minutes



Grade 4 ELA 

Day 2Day 1

3-Reading Passages
6- Multiple Choice 
3-Short Responses

1-Extended Response

70-80 Minutes

4-Reading Passages 
23-Multiple Choice 
2-Short Responses

60-70 Minutes



Grade 5 ELA

Day 2Day 1

3-Reading Passages
7-Multiple Choice

3-Short Responses
1-Extended Response

70-80 Minutes

4-Reading Passages
26-Multiple Choice
2-Short Responses

80-90 Minutes



Multiple Choice Questions 
Grades 3-5

Some examples of ELA multiple choice 
questions are:

What is this story mostly about?

Why did the author most likely write this article?

What is the main problem in the story?

What is the author’s point of view?

How does character change from paragraph 2 to 
paragraph 8? 



Sample ELA Multiple Choice 
Question

What does the word “crouched” mean as it is 
used in paragraph 6? 

A. spun around
B. bent down
C. stood up
D. fell over 



Sample ELA Multiple Choice Question  

What do the details in paragraph 21 suggest 
about King Tiger? 

A     He wants to avoid showing that he is scared.

B     He believes there is more food on a different island.

C     He knows that it is important to plan ahead. 

D     He thinks he is the greatest tiger in the world.  



ELA Short Response Questions
Grades 3-5

On an ELA short response questions students 
are asked to:

 Answer a question about the text using text based 
evidence from the story.

 They will always ask them to use 2 examples from the 
text and they MUST state a claim in their answer.



Short Response Example 
(Grade 4)



ELA Extended Response Questions
Grades 4 and 5

 Read two selections about the same topic  
could be (fiction and non-fiction).

 Answer short response questions about each 
passage. 

 Complete an extended response answering a 
question using ideas from both stories.

 They should add “voice” to their extended 
response. Writing Mechanics will be graded 
based on Extended Response Question.  



Sample Extended Response 
Question (Grade 4)



How to help your children prepare for the ELA test

 Take them to the library and encourage them to 
read a variety of genres. (fables and poems)

 Provide time for independent reading daily at 
home. I-Ready and Raz-kids (Time them)

 Ask your child to share what they are reading 
(summary, predictions, connections).

 Book Club (read along with your child)

 Make sure that your child completes ALL of their 
homework assignments.

 Continue to read over the summer!



Remind your child to….
 Read the directions before each story.

 Make sure they have a good understanding of a 
question before choosing an answer.

 Make sure they read all of the answer choices 
before picking an answer.  Remind them to 
eliminate answer choices that don’t make sense.

 ALWAYS go back to the text to find your answer.

 Reread the parts of the story that they don’t 
understand.



Remind your child to….

 Use evidence from the text and do 
not use prior knowledge when writing 
a response. 

 If you get to a word that you don’t 
understand use the words around it to 
help you.  

 Do Not leave any questions blank.





Grade 3 Math 

Day 2Day 1

5-Multiple Choice
3-Short responses (1point)

4-Short Responses (2 points)
1-Extended Response

60-70Minutes

25-Multiple Choice

55-65Minutes



Grade 4 and 5 Math

Day 2Day 1

5-Multiple Choice
3-Short Responses (1 point)
5-Short Responses (2 points)

1-Extended Response

Grade 4 (65-75 Minutes)

Grade 5 (70-80 minutes)

30-Multiple Choice

Grade 4 (65-75 Minutes)

Grade 5 (80-90 minutes)



Grade 3 Mathematical Focus

(1) developing understanding of multiplication and division and 
strategies for multiplication and division within 100;

(2) developing understanding of fractions, especially unit 
fractions (fractions with numerator 1); 

(3) developing understanding of the structure of rectangular 
arrays and of area

(4) describing and analyzing polygons based on the number of 
sides and vertices



Grade 4 Mathematical Focus

(1) developing understanding and fluency with multi-digit 
multiplication, and developing understanding of dividing to find 
quotients involving multi-digit dividends; 

(2) developing an understanding of fraction equivalence, 
addition and subtraction of fractions with like denominators, 
and multiplication of fractions by whole numbers 

(3) understanding that geometric figures can be analyzed and 
classified based on their properties, such as having parallel sides, 
perpendicular sides, particular angle measures, and symmetry.



Grade 5 Mathematical Focus

(1) developing fluency with addition and subtraction of fractions, 
and developing understanding of multiplication of fractions and 
of division of fractions in limited cases (unit fractions divided by 
whole numbers and whole numbers divided by unit fractions);

(2) extending division to 2-digit divisors, integrating decimal 
fractions into the place value system and developing 
understanding of operations with decimals to hundredths, and 
developing fluency with whole number and decimal operations

(3) developing understanding of volume



Sample Math Questions  
(Grade 3)



Sample Math Questions 
(Grade 4)



Sample Math Questions  
(Grade 5)



How to help your child prepare for 
the Math Test

Make sure that your child knows the 
multiplication tables.

 I-Ready-Math and ELA

 Make sure that your child completes ALL
of his/her homework assignments.



Helpful Math Hints
 Grade 3 uses a ruler.

 Grades 4 and 5 use a ruler and a 
protractor on the computer.

 Include the unit measurement in all of the 
answers.

 Show their work not just the answer. 



Testing Accommodations

 Anyone who is an ELL student and is in 
the country for less than a year does not
have to take the English Language Arts 
test. 

 ALL students MUST take the Math Test.

 ALL ELL students and those that tested 
out of ESL will be given an option to have 
a translated test and they can use of a 
word for word dictionary for up to 2 years.

 Students with an IEP will be given 
accommodations according to their IEP.



How to Prepare for the test

 Make sure your child gets a good night’s 
sleep and eats breakfast the day of the test.

 Make sure your child arrives to school on 
time the day of the test.

 Wish your child good luck and give him/her 
words of encouragement.

 If your child is ill please call the office.

 Explain to your child to use his/her time 
wisely. If they get stuck on a question move 
on.



DataMate
 The school has purchased an online platform that 

mimics the State test

 It will be used to practice for the ELA, Math, and 
Science state test

 All previous state test questions are preloaded 
onto the site

 It will translate the math and science practice 
test

 It will read the math to the students that have 
test read on their IEP’s  



State Test Question Website

 https://www.nysed.gov/state-
assessment/past-grades-3-8-tests



- ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER 
REQUIREMENTS 

- NYSESLAT  OVERVIEW 



How are ENL students 
identified?

 When a student  is registered for a New York City Public 
School, a HLIS or Home Language Identification Survey is 
completed.

 If the student’s home language, based on the answers to 
questions on the HLIS, is determined to be a language other 
than English, the new admit is given the NYSITELL or New York 
State Identification Test for English Language Learners.

 Based on NYSITELL results, students are categorized into one 
of five proficiency levels (Entering, Emerging, Transitioning, 
Expanding, and Commanding), which determines the number 
of minutes of English language learner service. 



After a student is identified as an 
English Language Learner and 
the parent completes the ELL 
Parent Survey and Program 
Agreement, he or she is placed 
in an English As a New Language 
Program or Dual Language 
Program. 

 The NYSESLAT has five grade 
bands: Kindergarten,  1, 2, 3-4, 5-6.

 The speaking section is given 
individually and asks students to 
respond to a word or statement read 
aloud or corresponding to a picture.

 The other sections are administered to 
students in a group.

 The listening section asks students to 
select the correct response to a picture 
and/or word, statement, or sentences 
read aloud.

 The reading section asks students to 
answer questions about stories they 
read in their test books.

 The writing section asks students to 
write in response to questions and 
prompts in their test books. 

Each spring, all 
students in kindergarten 
through grade 12 who 
receive English as 
a New Language (ENL) 
services take the New 
York State English as a 
Second Language 
Achievement Test 
(NYSESLAT) to 
determine a proficiency 
level of language 
acquisition.



What does each proficiency level mean?
 Commanding: According to the NYSITELL/ NYSESLAT, the student  

has met the linguistic demands necessary to demonstrate English 
language proficiency in most academic subjects within their grade 
level. This student is a former ELL.

 Expanding:The student shows great independence in advancing 
academic language skills and is approaching the linguistic demands 
necessary to demonstrate English language proficiency in a variety of 
academic subjects and settings. This student is a current ELL.

 Transitioning:The student at shows some independence in 
advancing academic language skills but has yet to meet the linguistic 
demands necessary to demonstrate English language proficiency in a 
variety of academic subjects and settings. This student is a current 
ELL.

 Emerging:The student has some dependence on supports and 
structures to advance academic language skills and has not yet met 
the linguistic demands necessary to demonstrate English language 
proficiency in a variety of academic subjects and settings. This 
student is a current ELL.

 Entering:The student has a great dependence on supports and 
structures to advance academic language skills and has not yet met 
the linguistic demands necessary to demonstrate English language 
proficiency in a variety of academic subjects and settings. This 
student is a current ELL.



How are the results used?
Entering/ Emerging students receive 360 minutes of English language 
instruction.
Transitioning/ Expanding students receive 180 minutes of English 
language instruction.
Commanding level students continue to receive 90 minutes of ENL 
services for two consecutive years following the test result.
If your child has scored at the Commanding Level their previous school 
year, then the student does not take the NYSESLAT exam this school 
year. 



2025 Testing Dates

 The Speaking Section will be administered 
beginning April 13th-May 22nd.

 Session I will be administered May 13th.

 Session II will be administered May 14th.

 Session III will be administered May 15th.

 Make-up Sessions end May 22nd.



NYSESLAT
12 Constructed 

Responses
SpeakingGrades K-5

Session III Session IISession I

Kindergarten
Writing:

8 Short Constructed 
Response (SCR)

Grades 1-5
Listening: 

8 Multiple-choice

Reading: 
11 Multiple-choice

Writing: 
1 Extended Constructed 

Response (ECR)

Kindergarten
Reading:

18 Multiple-choice

Grades 1-5
Listening: 

8 Multiple-choice

Reading: 
8 Multiple-choice

Writing: 
1 Short Constructed 

Response (SCR)

Kindergarten
Listening:

19 Multiple-choice

Grades 1-5
Listening: 

8 Multiple-choice 

Reading: 
8 Multiple-choice 

Writing: 
1 Short Constructed 

Response (SCR)  



Grade K Sample Question

READING

Directions: Listen to the name of the letter. Circle the letter of 
the alphabet.

g              i                  f 

Directions: Circle the answer that shows the missing letter of the 
alphabet. 

k l __ n o 

u              f                  m 



Grade 1 Sample Question
SPEAKING

Directions: I am going to ask you some questions. Listen and then 
answer. Be sure to answer in English using your own words. 

Wheels can help people in different ways. 

1. 2.                      2.                       3.       

Tell me about other ways wheels can help people.



Grade 2 Sample Question

READING

Directions: Read the passage. Then answer Questions 7 
through 12. Fill in the correct oval in your test booklet.

Tom Goes to the Library

The library is a quiet place to read and learn new things. 
There are a lot of books about different topics in the library. 
Tom goes to the library to learn about dinosaurs. First, Tom 
goes to the big library desk. Next, he asks the woman behind 
the desk for help. The woman is a librarian. She helps people 
at the library. Then, the librarian shows Tom some books 
about dinosaurs. These are non-fiction books. Non-fiction 
books have facts in them. These non-fiction books have facts 
about dinosaurs. Some of the books are short. Other books 
are long. All of them have pictures. Finally, Tom is happy to 
read and learn a lot about dinosaurs.



Read these sentences again.

“Tom goes to the library to learn about dinosaurs. First, Tom 
goes to the big library desk. Next, he asks the woman behind 
the desk for help. The woman is a librarian. She helps people at 
the library.”

Which word tells who wants to learn about dinosaurs? 

A. Tom 

B.  Woman

C.  Librarian

D.  People



Grades 3-4 Sample Questions
READING
Directions: Read the passage. Then answer Questions 7 through 12. 

The First Practice 
Jessica looked out the car window as her mother drove up to the 
large doors of the theater. It was the first day of practice for the 
play, and Jessica was going to be a rabbit. She had never acted 
before, and she was nervous. “See you in two hours,” her mother 
said. “Good luck!” Jessica took a deep breath and entered the 
building. The director, a tall woman with a kind face, stood in the 
hall. Jessica felt more comfortable knowing that this woman would 
be in charge of the play.
“Jessica, I’m so glad you’re joining our cast. Here’s your script.” She 
gave Jessica a small book with each actor’s lines from the play. “Oh, 
and you can call me Ms. G.” Jessica was not sure what to say. “I’m 
nervous,” she finally admitted. “I understand,” Ms. G. smiled. “But all 
you have to do today is read some lines from the play and meet the 
other actors. After that, I’ll tell you exactly where to stand and walk.” 
“That’s not too hard,” Jessica thought. “Soon you’ll learn the lines 
and we’ll give you a rabbit costume. By opening night, you’ll be 
ready to perform.” “That sounds like a lot of fun,” Jessica thought. As 
she entered the practice room to meet everyone, she relaxed.



7. Read these sentences again. 
“Soon you’ll learn the lines and we’ll give you a rabbit costume. By 
opening night, you’ll be ready to perform.” 
Which word tells about Jessica’s costume? 
A. Lines 
B. Night 
C. Rabbit
D. Ready

8. Read these sentences again. 
“Jessica looked out the car window as her mother drove up to the 
large doors of the theater. It was the first day of practice for the play, 
and Jessica was going to be a rabbit.” 
Which words tell who took Jessica to the theater? 
A. For the play 
B. The large doors 
C. The first day 
D. Her mother



Grade 5-6 Questions

WRITING
Directions: Read this passage. Then, you will be asked to write 
at least two paragraphs based on the passage. 
Immigrants from many countries have moved to the United 
States. Immigrants are people who move to new countries to 
make a new home and start a new life. They take their cultural 
ideas to new places with them. Cultural ideas are beliefs, 
feelings, and ways of doing things. Many of the cultural ideas 
brought to the United States are now a part of American life. 
For example, German immigrants brought their ideas about 
education to the United States many years ago. People in 
Germany placed a high value on education. Their ideas 
affected the American school system. German immigrants 
started the first American kindergarten in 1855. Kindergarten 
classes already existed in Germany. Today, kindergarten 
continues to be an important part of the American school 
system. German immigrants had other ideas about schools, 
too. They believed in physical education in schools. Because of 
their ideas, gyms were also built in American schools.



Other examples of new cultural ideas brought to the United States 
are those from Chinese immigrants. Some ideas they shared long 
ago were good ways of farming. Their methods of farming were very 
successful in China. They brought these ideas to the United States 
and shared them with other people. In addition, Chinese ideas about 
food have also become a big part of American life. For example, 
Chinese food is popular in many restaurants and homes in the 
United States. These are examples of ideas that have come to the 
United States from only two other countries: Germany and China. 
Many more ideas from many more countries and cultures have also 
become an important part of American life. Whenever people move 
from place to place, they take their culture with them. They share 
ideas from their culture, and those ideas spread to many other 
people in their new home. 

Now read the directions below.
The passage “Sharing Ideas” gives information about ideas brought 

to the United States from Germany and China. These cultural ideas 
are now a regular part of life in the United States. Write at least two 
paragraphs describing a cultural idea, belief, or way of doing things. 
Use your own ideas and ideas from the passage to help you write. 



Let’s look at sample questions from NYSELAT exams 
for Grades K through 5:

https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/state-
assessment/k-sampler.pdf

https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/state-
assessment/g1-test-sampler.pdf

https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/state-
assessment/g2-test-sampler.pdf

https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/state-
assessment/3-4-sampler.pdf

https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/state-
assessment/5-6-sampler.pdf



How can parents of ELLs  help 
at home? 

 Teach your children 
that state testing 
matters.
Begin to tell your ELL 
student about testing 
weeks before the 
test. Mark the test dates 
on a home calendar. 
When children know, 
they care.

 Make your children 
proud of their 
achievements.
Let them know you care. 
Be positive about their 
performance just as their 
teachers are. Reward them 
for showing progress and 
trying their best.



• Designate a place at home to practice for the state exams.
This space should be:

- quiet
- well lit
- comfortable
- free from interruptions.

 Focus on Academic English
which means words used in 
reading and writing in all 
subject areas. Look at your 
child’s Into Reading vocabulary 
module words and try to use 
them at home.

Ex: “Pace yourself when you do 
your homework tonight.”
Pace is a Grade 1 Module 4 word.

 Use the “word to word 
dictionaries” during home 
routines to help your child 
build vocabulary knowledge of 
everyday activities.



 Ensure your child comes to school everyday and is ready to learn.
Attend parent-teacher conferences and individual ELL parent meetings. 
Attend parent workshops that are specifically designed to help your child.
Attend trips, shows, parent-teacher association meetings, and 
classroom activities.
Ensure your child reads and completes homework assignments daily.
Help your child get a library card to visit the library frequently to read 
books, even in your native language.




