


Dear Parents and Guardians,

We hope this message finds you well and that you and your family are enjoying a wonderful
start to the summer!

As your child prepares to enter 1st grade, we are excited to share a fun and meaningful
summer project designed to spark creativity, confidence, and a love of learning. There are two
projects to complete; One of the projects is based on the book Piggie and Elephant: My New
Friend is so Fun by Mo Willems, a story that encourages students to make new friends but also
to cherish their current friends. This project is meant for students to have fun while also
celebrating the wonderful friendships they build in school.

Project Guidelines:

1. Read Piggie and Gerald: My New Friend is So Fun.

2. Talk about what happened in the book. Answer the questions on the story discussion cards.

3. On the next page, write about a friend that you have and draw pictures of you and your
friend. Why is your friend great?

4. Finally, make a paper bag puppet of Piggie, Gerald, or both! Directions on how to make
the paper bag puppets have been provided.


















The other project is based on the delightful book Ish by Peter H. Reynolds, a story that
encourages children to embrace their creativity and express themselves without fear of
making mistakes. This project is meant to celebrate creativity, build confidence, and help
students feel excited about sharing their ideas when they begin the school year.

Project Guidelines:

« Talk with your child about the story and its message, especially the idea that things don’t
have to be perfect to be wonderful.

« Complete the attached worksheet and have your child draw, paint, or create something in
their own unique “ish” style (for example: a tree-ish, a house-ish, or even a feeling-ish
drawing).

« Ask your child to label and share a few thoughts about their artwork.

Submission:
Please have your child bring their completed projects on the first day of school,

September 10, 2026. We look forward to displaying their amazing work!

Wishing you a safe, relaxing, and creative summer

Sincerely,
First Grade Teachers






